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village officers prepare it ?—It is prepared originally byvthe village officers. '130.  Is it printed ?—Yes, printed and published.
 131.	I suppose the prebiding officers in the polling
stations have a copy and tick people off ?—Yes.
 132.	What percentage, in your experience,, in your
areas, are literate in the sense that they can do the
physical act of voting without assistance, and what
percentage of them, in your experience, have to be
helped as illiterate ?—I believe the actual percentage
is about -45 of literate voteis.
 133.	Out of  10<i   voters, 45 would be literate ?	
Yes, 1 tmnk^hat was the percentage in the last roll.
 134.	That is' for the whole of the Presidency taken
together ?—No> I mean for the district.
 135.	Is that Ahmednagar ?—Yes.
130. Now let us suppose an illiterate voter comes in who cannot vote without assistance, just tell us what it is that happens ?—Well, the polling officer, when he comes in, gives the voter a voting paper, and I think the presiding officer explains to him how to fill it in. The names of the candidates are printed with some symbol which has been published for some time before.
 137.	With the symbol?—Yes, the symbol which
has been used through all the period of the election.
 138.	So that even if he cannot read the name of
the man of his choice, he mav know the symbol ?—
Yes.
 139.	The    picture ?—Yes,    and   then   the   polling
agents, the candidates' agents, are outside, and they
explain to the voter.
 140.	Still,   I   suppose  the  candidate's agent  does
not fill up the paper ?—No, he is not allowed inside
the polling station.
 141.	*       *       *      1 have been told, or I have read
in these books, that at one time the method was used
that you just described, I think they call it cross and
symbol, and that on other occasions an attempt has
been made to use a rather different method, a method
of coloured boxes.    If you want to vote for A you
must put your ballot paper in a box of a particular
colour.    Which is the method which, in your experi
ence, is used ?—The cross and symbol method.
 142.	You have not seen the other used at all ?—No.
 143.	It has been used, has it not ?—I think it was
used in the first elections.
 144.	It has the obvious disadvantage that anyone
who happens to be there can see which way you are
voting ;  that is so, is it not ?—Yes.
A Member :  There is a screen.
The Chairman :   I had not appreciated that.
145.	Mr. Hartshorn :   Is there a financial limit, a
limit to the amount of money that may be spent by
candidates in an election ?—I do not remember the
rules sufficiently to say.
The Chairman : I am sure there are some gentlemen who will tell us at once. Is there a financial limit ?
A Member : There is no limit; you can spend as much as you like.
The Chairman : As long as you spend it legitimately, I presume.
The Member :   Yes.
146.	Lord Strathcona : Are they required to deposit
money ?—I think they are.
The Chairman :  What is the limit ?
Khan Bahadur S. N. Bhutto : Rs. 260 for Councils and Rs. 500 for the Assembly.
Lord Strathcona : Do they forfeit their deposit rf they do not get a certain proportion of votes ?
Khan Bahadur S. JV. Bhutto : Yes, if they do not get one-eighth of the total votes recorded.
 147.	Colonel Lane-Fox:   What are the limits of
what a candidate is forbidden to do ?    On what is
he allowed to spend money ?    For instance, is ne
allowed to spend money on conveyances ?—No.
 148.	Can his friends hire motors for him ?—I do
not know.
 149.	Is the law strictly carried out ?—In the last
election   in   Ahmednagar,   there   wai,   an   election
 petition  and  the principal  ground  was  that  hired conveyances were freely used.
 150.	The  Chairman : I think I heard you saving
that there was an election petition in Ahmednagar
after the elections and the illegal methods  alleged
were that the voters were brought to the polls in hired
conveyances.    Is that against the law ?—Yes.
 151.	Colonel Lane-Fox :  Is that done frequently ?—
I think it is done a good deal.
 152.	I think another ground was personation ?—Yes.
 153.	What was the result of the election petition ?
—The election was set aside.
 154.	At page 425* a description of the system of
elections is given.     *      *       *      That is  a general
statement.    Would your experience of the elections
confirm this statement ?—In the election that I was
referring  to,   it  was  shown  that  40-50   motor-cars
and  4()-50   tongas  were  actually  hired   directly  or
indirectly for the purpose of the election and that the
payments were concealed in the accounts.
 155.	1 wanted to know whether generally the law
is not carried out, if there were irregularities ?—I
think as a rule vehicles are obtained in a roundabout
way.    As a rule there is no direct payment by the
candidates themselves.
 156.	And treating is of fairly common occurrence ?
—I have not seen anything of it myself, but it is said
to be fairly common.    I have not anything to do
with inquiries made directly with it.
 157.	What procedure is adopted when an election
S
etition. is filed ? Before what authority or court is ; brought ?—It is heard by a Commission. In the case of the Ahmednagar election petition there was one District Judge, one retired District Judge and a retired member of the Council, Sir Mahadev Chaubal, who were appointed as a Committee of three to inquire into the allegations in the petition.
 158.	The petition is very rarely successful ?—Very
rarely.    I do not know of any other that has been
successful.
 159.	I think you said that personation is avoided
by the agents of the candidates being outside the
polling station ?—Yes.
 160.	And therefore a man cannot present himself
inside and give a false name but with people coming
from long distances it must be much easier to do that ?
—As a rule there are agents present, and also some
of the local officials.    If there is any doubt as to the
identity of the person coming to vote, the presiding
officer gets hold of any one of them, possibly one from
the same village, to identify the voter.
 161.	But the agent of the candidate will not be
inside the polling booth ?—No, just outside.
 162.	A man may present himself to the presiding
officer and say " I am so-and-so " ?—Before a voting
paper is given the signature of the voter is taken on
the counterfoil of the voting paper.
 163.	He goes through to the presiding officer as
identified ?—Yes, he is identified outside.
 164.	Major   Attlee:    Was   the   last   election   in
Ahmednagar keenly contested ?—Yes, fairly  keenly
contested.
166. On page 424* it is stated that voters do not ordinarily go to the poll of their own accord. That is uncommon at home. Would that apply to Ahmednagar ?—In the towns, I think, a fairly big proportion of voters are sufficiently keenly interested in the result of the election to go to the polls of their own accord, but in outlying parts, i.e. in rural areas of a\ district, they are not very keen as to the success of'1 any candidate. I might add that in some of the rural areas they were probably interested in the success of the non- Brahmin and Mahratta caudidates as against the Brahmin and Marwari candidates.
 166.	Are there  any permanent organisations in
Ahmednagar which act in between election times ?—
I do not think so.
 167.	There is no regular organisation ?—No, I do-
not tTrfnTr there is any permanent organisation at all.
 168.	Take a by-election   either   for   the Central
* VoL VII.
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